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Maricopa County Voter Times
GENERAL ELECTION BOND EDITION

Prop 480 Supports Arizona Burn Center, Behavioral Health
This November, voters in Maricopa

County will have an opportunity to vote
on Proposition 480, a bond regarding

Maricopa Integrated Health Systems (MIHS)
and the services they provide our community.
Prop 480 is critical for MIHS to fulfill its
mission as a teaching hospital. It will also help
MIHS continue their mission of providing
quality care to everyone who enters their doors
including our first responders and the most
vulnerable. 

Proposition 480 supports the best in burn and
trauma care. It would strengthen the level one
trauma center and the Arizona Burn Center at
MIHS which treats people with severe life
threatening injuries and burns, including many
of our fire and police first responders. MIHS is
the only dual-certified pediatric and adult
trauma center which means injured families can
stay together.

MIHS provides a large majority of the mental

health services in our community including
serving as the only provider of court ordered
mental health evaluations. Proposition 480
expands help for the seriously mentally ill.

Services for the seriously mentally ill are
important for our community and should be
expanded to ensure accessible and effective
mental health and psychiatric services. 

Proposition 480 supports our public teaching

hospital. We have a critical shortage of medical
professionals in Arizona. Maricopa Medical
Center trains more than 400 doctors each year
from 50 medical schools across the country; of
those at least 75 percent remain in Arizona
and Maricopa County when they graduate. 

Modern medicine has made significant
advancements in technology and patient
treatment over the past 40 years which have
reduced hospital stays and improved recovery
times. Proposition 480 replaces and “right
sizes” the teaching hospital with a new facility
that would have fewer beds and a greater focus
on the outpatient clinic model to best serve its
mission.

Proposition 480 is the fiscally responsible
solution. It would cost more to maintain the
existing facilities than it would cost to build
new facilities. Learn more at
www.YESon480.com. 

Only Public Teaching Hospital

Public hospitals not only
improve our overall quality of
life by taking care of those in

need, they also create the competitive
teaching environment that is critical
for attracting quality medical
students.

Maricopa Integrated Health
System is Maricopa County’s only
public teaching hospital. They are
committed to providing safe, compre-
hensive, high-quality physical and
behavioral health care in a patient-
centric environment to the commu-
nities they serve; and expanding the
community’s available pool of physi-
cians and other healthcare profes-
sionals by offering excellent academic
programs. Each year, thousands of
medical students from all over the
country apply to the MIHS program.

MIHS trains more than 400 physi-

cians in 10 programs, ranging from
pediatrics to psychiatry; 700 medical
students and 2,000 nurses; providing
3,000 clinical rotations throughout
their medical facilities. More than
75% of those trained stay in
Maricopa County to practice
medicine after their residency. 

As a teaching hospital, Maricopa
Medical Center puts a heavy
emphasis on research. This means
that their patients have access to
medicine’s latest treatments.

While the teaching program is
renowned, the facilities have not been
able to keep up with demand.
Modern medicine has changed over
the past 50 years and technology has
improved. Proposition 480 is needed
to ensure that MIHS has the facil-
ities it requires to keep up with its
teaching mission.

Professional Fire Fighters of 
Arizona support Proposition 480

Professional Fire
Fighters of
Arizona represents

more than 6,500
members with diligence,
dignity and an unyielding
resolve. Just as our state's
fire fighters are there for
the citizens we serve, the
Professional Fire
Fighters of Arizona is
there for its membership.
It is our mission to care

for those who are here today, those who have
gone before us and those who will surely follow. 

We are asking you to join fire fighters from
across Maricopa County in support of Propo-
sition 480. Maricopa Integrated Health System
is the only level one trauma provider that can
treat both children and adults. When people
have the most critical injuries, we know that
they will get the help they need at Maricopa. 

MIHS is also a top choice for our profes-
sionals. The Arizona Burn Center is a nationally
renowned for its patient care. They provide the
highest level of service to many people whom
we have saved as well care for our members who
have been injured in the line of duty. That is one
of the many reasons we need to ensure that
MIHS is able to continue its mission well into
the future. 

On behalf of the Professional Fire Fighters of
Arizona, join us in voting YES for Proposition
480 in November.

Bryan Jeffries, President,
Professional Fire Fighters
of Arizona 

HELP for the
MENTALLY ILL

PAGE 2

Fiscally
RESPONSIBLE
SOLUTION

PAGE 3

Learn more
ABOUT THE BOND 

PAGE 4



2

Prop 480 expands Help for the Mentally Ill
MIHS IS tHe lArgeSt
provider of treatment
for the seriously
mentally ill and the
only provider for court
ordered evaluations.
More than 170
patients a day at
treated at MIHS
behavioral health
hospitals, 90% of
whom are admitted
involuntary. 

MIHS is a pioneer in the integration of
physical and behavioral health, the first in the
country to integrate physical and mental health
for the seriously mentally ill. Their psychiatrists,
nurse practitioners, social workers, nurses,
behavioral health technicians and recreational

therapy staff
take a multi-
disciplinary
team approach
to treatment
and collaborate
closely with
referring physi-
cians, outpa-
tient treatment
teams from
behavioral
health agencies,

primary care physicians and other health care
professionals. All physician members of the
medical staff must be board-eligible in order to
obtain privileges in the Department of
Psychiatry at Maricopa Integrated Health
System.

Last year, Mercy Maricopa Integrated Care –
a not-for-profit, locally owned and operated
health plan sponsored by Mercy Care Plan and
Maricopa Integrated Health System – was
selected by the State of Arizona as the Regional
Behavioral Health Authority (RBHA) for
Maricopa County. Mercy Care Plan is spon-
sored by Dignity Health and Carondelet Health
Network and their partnership with MIHS is
an innovative public/private partnership to help
reduce costs while improving care.

Proposition 480 will address our community
crisis in behavioral health by helping MIHS
expand their offerings for the mentally ill,
reduce costly duplication of services, and
increasing the number of people who can be
served. This reduces the burden on our public
safety and improves our quality of life.

Arizona Police Association
Urges Yes on Proposition 480

The Arizona Police Association (APA) is
an organization that represents 23 indi-
vidual police, detention, probation,

correction, highway patrol, and deputy sheriff
associations and counts approximately 14,000
individual members from across the state of
Arizona. 

As a voice for police officers dedicated to
protecting lives and serving our community, the
APA is committed to supporting efforts that
help officers and the citizens of Arizona. As
such, we are encouraging the voters of Maricopa
County to join us in supporting Proposition
480.

If our officers are injured in the line of duty,
Maricopa Medical Center and the Arizona
Burn Center are often their first choice for
emergency treatment. MIHS is a leader in
providing level one trauma for our public safety
officers. We need to ensure that their mission is
able to continue into the future. 

In addition, increased behavioral health and
care for the seriously mentally ill is not only
critical for our quality of life, it is also plays a
key part in supporting public safety. We need to
ensure that the seriously mentally ill receive the
appropriate treatment they need, instead of
resorting to police intervention or incarceration. 

Proposition 480 is the fiscally responsible
choice for Maricopa County providing
healthcare for those in need and our first
responders. We hope you will join us in voting
Yes on 480.

Congressman Ed Pastor
“Maricopa Integrated Health System, the Maricopa Medical Center, and
many of their family health centers have been a part of my constituency for
my entire career of public service. Proposition 480 is an opportunity for us
to support MIHS and help them continue their mission of helping the
community, training our medical professionals, and offering exceptional
trauma and burn services.” 

Supervisor Andy Kunasek
“I am confident that Proposition 480 is the fiscally responsible solution to
upgrading MIHS, retaining well-trained doctors in our state and
continuing to aid first responders and the seriously mentally ill.”

Supervisor Marie Lopez Rogers
“MIHS is the health care safety net that takes care of those in need. Their
Family Health Centers often serve as a hub for their community – serving
those who would have no other way to access care. For example, more
than 60% of those who visit the Avondale clinic walk to their
appointment.”

Tempe Mayor Mark Mitchell
“As we work to make our county hospital system more effective and more
efficient, we also need to meet health needs of our friends and neighbors
in an environment that maintains our core value of inclusiveness. The
hallmark of a humane and caring community is one that does not turn
anyone away.”

El Mirage Mayor Lana Mook
“In addition to the critical trauma, burn, and behavioral health services
they offer, MIHS is also part of the communities they serve. That is why I
encourage you to vote Yes on 480. The El Mirage Family Health Center is
a critical part of our community. It is designed to provide comprehensive
medical care for the entire family in one location.”  

Phoenix City Councilwoman Laura Pastor
“I strongly believe that education is important to the future of our
community and our economy. Equally important to our quality of life is
access to quality health care. By supporting Proposition 480, we have the
ability to support both healthcare and education.” 

As Sheriff, there’s nothing
more important to me

than the safety of the citizens
of Maricopa County. Every day,
my deputies and other first
responders throughout the
valley put their lives on the line
to protect and serve our
community.

When they are injured in the line of duty,
many officers are sent to the Maricopa Medical
Center and the Arizona Burn Center if it’s
necessary. MIHS offers premier level one

trauma for our public safety officers. While
MIHS has been able to take care of those in
need, they need our help to continue to do so
into the future. 

That’s why I’m asking you to vote Yes on 480. 
Proposition 480 will replace the aging facility

with a smaller, modern facility that will offer
quality care and emergency services. Right now,
it costs more to maintain their current facility
than it would to build a new one. The fiscally
responsible choice is to build.

In addition, Prop. 480 will help provide the
critical care we need for our behavioral health

and seriously mentally ill populations in
Maricopa County. Without appropriate
treatment and the available help, many of these
people may end up in jail instead of a place that
can offer them the correct level of care that they
need. This will also improve early intervention
for our community’s most vulnerable mental
and behavioral health populations.

I will always be tough on crime, but I also
recognize the need to take care of those in need
and offer the best care for those who are injured
or hurt in the line of duty.

I ask you to join me in voting Yes on 480.

Support First Responders and Behavioral Health

Maricopa County
Sheriff Joe Arpaio 
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Learn More about the Arizona Burn Center
The Arizona Burn Center at Maricopa Medical Center serves all of

Arizona and receives patients from throughout the entire southwest.
It is the second largest burn center in
North America.

Recognized by the Arizona
Department of Health Services,
Division of Emergency Medical
Services and Health Care Facilities as
a Burn Center, the Arizona Burn
Center at Maricopa Medical Center
follows the guidelines for organiza-
tional structure, personnel, program
and physical facilities as defined by the
American Burn Association and the
College of Surgeons.

The Arizona Burn Center was
founded by Dr. MacDonald Wood in

1965, and has grown from a few beds set aside for burn care, to our
current, specialized unit of 37 beds, expandable to 47 of which 19 can be

used for intensive care, if necessary. It
provides care to more than 900 in-patient
and 5,500 out-patient visits each year. It
has outpatient clinic rooms, a pressure
garment measuring room, massage
therapy and a dedicated telemedicine
room. Emergency burn care is a dedi-
cated 24 hours a day service.

As the Arizona Burn Center
approaches its 50th Anniversary, the
voters of Maricopa County have a chance
to secure the center’s future for many
years to come. Proposition 480 will build
an all new Arizona Burn Center as part
of its new teaching hospital facility. 

There When I Needed Them
By: Jason Schechterle, Retired Phoenix Police Officer

Growing up, I had one
dream – to serve as a
Phoenix Police
Officer. Inspired by

my brother and the tragic loss of a
local law enforcement hero, I
worked persistently towards my
dream. After serving four years in
the Air Force, at the age of 26, I
achieved my goal to work on the
streets of Phoenix as a rookie
police officer. 

Then, only 14 months into what
was supposed to be my life-long
career, my life took an unexpected,
dramatic and, at the time, tragic
turn. At 11:01pm, on the fateful

night of March 26, 2001, suddenly
and unexpectedly, my Crown
Victoria was struck from behind by
a taxi cab driver whose car was
exceeding 100 miles per hour. My
car instantly burst into flames
exceeded over 1000 degrees. 

Fortunately, I was immediately
transported to the only burn center
in the state, the Arizona Burn
Center at the Maricopa Medical
Center. Doctors worked for over 7
hours to save my life. I survived the
night, and lay in a coma for 2 ½
months. 

52 surgeries later, surrounded by
my family’s tremendous love and

faith, I began my long and painful
recovery. Ten years later, I consider
myself the Luckiest Man Alive and
am blessed to be able to be with my
wife and 3 wonderful children.

Police officers and fire fighters
Valley wide know the value of
Maricopa Medical Center with its
level one trauma unit and the
Arizona Burn Center. They are the
best at what they do and I am
thankful they were there when I
needed them. 

Please join me and other
members of the public safety
community and vote YES on Prop
480. Thank you for your support.

Proposition 480 Supports Fiscal Responsibility

In my 25 years in business, I have worked
with a broad range of individuals such as
retirees, doctors, attorneys, business
owners, and business executives. All of
these individuals have a number of

things in common. They are all looking for
someone they can trust to act as
their financial quarterback to assist
them with planning, implemen-
tation and monitoring of a variety of
wealth management solutions. They
also want someone who understand
the needs of clients and “listen past
the words” to fully understand what
clients expect from us and how to
best provide superior service.

In my business, my clients trust
me to be wise with their money and
make smart investments for their
future. I have the same calling in my
volunteer elected position serving
the citizens of Maricopa County on
the Maricopa County Special
Health Care District Board of
Directors representing District 2. 

As a Director, one of my key roles is to
protect the taxpayers by acting within my fidu-
ciary responsibility to govern and oversee
property tax dollars directed to MIHS. Like my

clients, taxpayers come first in all of my decision
making.

In that regard, I have followed the Bond
Advisory public process closely as they went
through their plan development. Once their
recommendations were submitted to the board,

the board participated in our
own deliberative process
including our own extensive
review and audit of the findings. 

After much deliberation, I
decided to support Proposition
480 because I believe that it is
the fiscally responsible solution
for the taxpayers of Maricopa
County. 

The Maricopa Medical Center
is a 40+ year old facility
constantly in need of expensive
repairs. With asbestos concerns
and other mitigating factors, the
fact is, over the next 30 years, it
would cost significantly more to
maintain the existing hospital

than it would cost to build a new facility. 
For those who say now is not the time to issue

a bond or spend taxpayer money, here is my
response: First, we cannot continue to throw
good money after bad. It does a disservice to the

taxpayers and strains our operating budget. 
Second, MIHS serves a unique mission that

no one else could fill. While other hospitals
claim that they could pick up the slack, they
have not done so over the past 50 years. And if
they did, what would that do to the overall
quality of our healthcare system? 

Next, I would argue from a financial stand-
point that there is no better time than now.
We’re in a period of time of historically low
interest rates, which means that taxpayers would
get the most for their investment at the lowest
cost.

Finally, it is important to note that the
approval of the bonds does not mean that they
would be issued all at once. There is still a lot of
planning to be done and they would be issued
in series as they are needed. It will continue to
be a transparent and open process of what is
being built and when.

As a steward of the taxpayer money, it is not
responsible to continue to invest in a facility
that is beyond its useful life. We must move
forward with a modern, smaller facility that
allows MIHS to continue its critical mission as
a teaching hospital and provider of quality
health care for all including our first responders
and those in need. 

Please join me in voting YES on 480.

Mark Dewane, 
Senior Vice President-Accredited
Wealth Manager, Dewane
Wealth Management Group, 
RBC Wealth Management
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Learn More about Proposition 480
History of MIHS

The voters of Maricopa County
founded Maricopa Integrated
Health System (MIHS) in 1871
and since that time it has served
as Maricopa County’s only public

teaching hospital and safety net health system,
training generations of healthcare professionals
and filling critical gaps in care for underserved
populations.

Maricopa Medical Center was established in
1883 when ten acres were purchased for the
facility at Yavapai and Baltimore streets (which
is now known as 7th Avenue and Roosevelt). In
1898, the hospital was moved to 35th Avenue
and Durango. At the time, the location was
actually three miles outside of Phoenix and
away from the general population. The hospital
was a safe haven for tuberculosis patients and
many of the poor and indigent of the area.

In 1948, the hospital was licensed as a health
care facility by the Arizona Department of
Health Services. Then, in 1952, the hospital was
approved as a teaching hospital by the
American Medical Association and accredited
by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Hospitals ( JCAHO).

In 1965, Dr. MacDonald Wood and Dr.
William Ray Price developed the burn unit at
Maricopa County General Hospital. In the late
1960’s, the current hospital was built at 24th
Street and Roosevelt. The facility opened its
doors in 1970.

In 2003, voters reaffirmed community-critical
mission of MIHS by voting to create the
Maricopa County Special Health Care District.
Since that time, MIHS has been governed by
an elected five member board of directors who
volunteer their time to represent the taxpayers
and help manage the future of the hospital
system. 

Today, MIHS includes Maricopa Medical
Center, the Arizona Burn Center, the Compre-
hensive Healthcare Center, the McDowell
Healthcare Clinic, 11 community-oriented
family health centers, and an attendant care
program.

The Bond Advisory Committee Process
Facing mounting maintenance costs and

changes in technology and modern health care,
the District Board of Directors sought
community input on a comprehensive review
the mission of MIHS, its facilities, and the
services they offer.

The District Board of Directors appointed a
15-member independent Bond Advisory
Committee that spent nearly two years studying
the MIHS public teaching hospital and
healthcare system. The committee conducted a
comprehensive, transparent process. All
meetings were open to the public and minutes
were maintained. Additionally, the Bond
Advisory Committee met one-to-one with
more than 30 key community leaders and held
five well attended Town Halls, one in each of
the elected board members’ respective hospital
districts, to review the proposed projects and
obtain public comment. 

After an extensive research and participatory
process that focused on community need, the

Bond Advisory Committee
concluded that current
healthcare facilities were
insufficient for MIHS to
meet its voter-mandated
mission and 21st century
public teaching hospital and
health system vision. 

On February 26, 2014, to
address issues of access,
quality, cost and outcomes for
patients, and to increase the

supply of future healthcare professionals, the
Bond Advisory Committee recommended to
the District Board the issuance of general obli-

gation bonds in an amount not to exceed
$935,000,000 for financing MIHS strategic
capital projects. Their recommendations include
expansion of the outpatient health centers,
increasing behavioral health services, and
replacing the public teaching hospital that was
built in the late 1960s, to serve a county popu-
lation a fraction of its current size. For more
information, visit www.mihsbondadvisory.org. 

District Board of Directors Deliberation
Upon receipt of the Bond Advisory

Committee report, in March and April of this
year the District Board engaged a nationally
recognized healthcare industry consulting firm
to conduct a third party review of the Bond
Advisory Committee recommendations. The
consultant confirmed that the assumptions, data
sources and planning methodologies used by
the Committee met industry acceptable stan-
dards. 

The consultant’s review of program costs
recommended by the Committee resulted in a

less than one percent variance, a
statistically insignificant difference.
On April 23, 2014, the consultant
presented their findings to the
District Board, confirming the
Committee’s a bond program

recommendations. On May 28, 2014, after
careful deliberations, the District Board adopted
Resolution No. 2014-5-28-001 authorizing
application to the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors to order a special bond election.
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Support for the Maricopa Integrated Health System

Bond Advisory
Committee’s Seven Key

recommendations
1.Grow medical education to address

the critical shortage of medical 
professionals in Arizona.

2.Expand the outpatient health
centers for primary care and
training of medical professionals.

3.Increase behavioral health capacity
to meet overwhelming demand for 
mental health services.

4.Replace and right-size the public
teaching hospital to teach, train
and care for the community.

5.Complete an economic impact
study to demonstrate community
return on investment.

6.Develop a bond proposal and a
bond communication plan to
secure funding.

7.Create a collaborative community
stakeholder engagement plan and
partnerships to benefit all.

From the Desk of

William J. Post
Healthcare is undergoing transformative change nationally and in our

community. Last year the MIHS Board of Directors launched a trans-

parent, deliberative process to gather public input and consider

potential options for the future based on their mission, vision,

community value, facility assessment, and investment criteria. They

formed the Maricopa County Special Health Care District Bond

Advisory Committee under a specific Charter. This Committee was

comprised of 15 independent members with over 400 years of cumu-

lative working experience in various professions throughout our

community. 

The Committee conducted open meetings from March to December of

2013 to take a comprehensive look at the public need for healthcare

and evaluate alternatives to meet that need. We met with stakeholders

from across the region, interviewed healthcare experts, toured every

facility, and performed hundreds of hours of review. Most importantly,

we invited public participation in 5 regional meetings throughout

Maricopa County to hear directly from all the residents and organiza-

tions who had an interest in MIHS.  

In February of 2014, our committee unanimously approved our final

report, which included a recommendation for bonding, and submitted it

to the MIHS Board of Directors. The process and all of our recommenda-

tions are detailed at www.mihsbondadvisory.org.

That recommendation is now appearing on the ballot as Proposition

480 and I am encouraging you to vote yes. 

Sincerely,

William J. Post, Chairman

Bond Advisory Committee

Proposed Projects Current Estimated Expenditure

Outpatient Health Facilities, including improvement or $138,000,000
replacement of existing outpatient health centers* and 
construction of new outpatient health centers in northern, 
eastern and/or western Maricopa County.

Behavioral Health Facilities, including construction of a new $226,000,000
behavioral health hospital.

Acute Care Facilities, including replacement of the District’s $571,000,000
public teaching hospital Maricopa Medical Center and its 
Level One Trauma Center and Arizona Burn Center, on the 
existing campus.

Total (Not to Exceed) $935,000,000

*Maricopa Integrated Health System existing outpatient health centers include:

Avondale Family Health Center
Chandler Family Health Center
Comprehensive Healthcare Center
El Mirage Family Health Center
Glendale Family Health Center
Guadalupe Family Health Center

Maryvale Family Health Center
McDowell Family Health Center
Mesa Family Health Center
7th Avenue Family Health Center and MIHS Urgent Care Center
South Central Family Health Center
Sunnyslope Family Health Center

Projects and expenditures for Which the Bonds Are to Be Issued 

PAID FOR BY YES ON 480 – MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY DISTRICT MEDICAL GROUP, MARICOPA HEALTH FOUNDATION, MCCARTHY BUILDING COMPANIES, AND DPR CONSTRUCTION
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Stability in these Uncertain times

When it comes to health care, we are certainly living in uncertain
times. With the passage of the Affordable Care Act, changes in
coverage, increasing insurance premiums, and the constant

improvement and innovation in medical technology, modern medicine will
continue to change for many years to come.

However, there are a few constants in health care that will always demand our
attention –caring for the mentally ill and serving the poor and indigent in our
society. Our society’s quality of life depends on our ability to care for those in
need.

In these uncertain times, Proposition 480 allows us to continue to fund public
health solutions that have a track record of success. MIHS has had a history of
providing quality, cost effective care for every patient that walks through its
door. It’s been that way for over 140 years. 

The Arizona Burn Center is a “center of excellence” that saves the lives of
people throughout Arizona and the entire southwest. The teaching hospital is
an attractive destination for medical students from across the country because of
the complex cases that come through their door each day. Most of these medical
professionals choose to stay in Arizona when they have completed their resi-
dency.

Proposition 480 also allows Maricopa County to bring added to stability to
behavioral health in our community. MIHS is the only provider of court
mandated mental health evaluations. They provide care for those suffering from
serious mental illnesses, helping to keep them off the street and out of jail.

If MIHS doesn’t provide this care, someone else will have to step in. These
patients are not going away. Hospitals are legally required to care for them. As a
community, we are morally responsible for these patient services. MIHS fills
that need by providing quality cost effective care like no other institution in
Maricopa County. 

Though the future of health care may be uncertain, the voters can count on
Proposition 480 to be a smart investment in our future. 

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Is now the right time for a bond?
A: Yes. The current facility is outdated and costs more to maintain
than it would to build a new facility. It is more fiscally responsible to
build a modern facility than it does to continue to put more money
into maintenance. Prop 480 is a good investment for Maricopa County
residents. 
With historically low interest rates, just as most homeowners have

refinanced their homes, this allows MIHS to finance new facilities at
the best possible price. It is also important to note, even with the
passage of Prop 480, property taxes in Maricopa County would still
remain low compared to the rest of the country. Maricopa County has
the lowest (median) property tax and lowest property tax relative to
home value of the 10 largest counties in America.

Q: Why can’t other private and “not for profit” hospitals do this
work?
A:As a public hospital, MIHS serves a unique mission that differen-
tiates it from any other hospital in the valley. As the health care safety
net, MIHS is on the front lines of dealing with the most severe trauma,
burn, behavioral health and infectious diseases in Arizona, thousands
of students applied for the 400 training spots at MIHS because they
know they will receive the best training at MIHS. Having this popu-
lation under one system provides the best training grounds for future
doctors.
MIHS is always open to pursuing partnerships with other “not for

profit” and private institutions to lower the taxpayer burden on
Maricopa County residents. MIHS’s partnership with Mercy Care to
provide behavioral health services to the seriously mentally ill in
Maricopa County is the latest example of how to partner existing insti-
tutions to serve a critical community needs.

Q: With the adoption of the Affordable Health Care Act and the
expansion of coverage to the working poor under Medicaid, can’t
these folks get health care anywhere?
A:MIHS patient population is nearly 90% charity care or Arizona’s
Medicaid program – the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment
System (AHCCCS). Reimbursement rates for AHCCCS patients are
well below that of private insurance. Other hospitals that accept
private insurance are able to shift some of their costs to other
consumers. MIHS has no one to whom they can shift their costs. That
means MIHS provides the best care at the lowest possible cost of any
health care facility in Maricopa County. Forcing the other hospitals in
the valley to serve this patient population will overburden our already
stressed health care system in Maricopa County and increase your
insurance burden as the costs are passed on to you. This is an
investment in all our futures. 

The cost of the proposed General Obligation bond is $935 million over 30
years – the average homeowner would pay $13.74

yearly per $100,000 of assessed valuation. It is an
investment in maintaining our quality of life to

support our police and fire first responders,
the Arizona Burn Center, critical

behavioral health needs, and the
ongoing teaching mission which
keeps doctors and medical

professionals in our community.

Home value: $100,000
 Cost per year = $13.47
 Cost per month = $1.12
 Cost per day = $0.04

Home value: $200,000
 Cost per year = $26.94
 Cost per month = $2.25
 Cost per day = $0.07

WHAT Is
On THE

BALLOT?

For 75 years, the Arizona Hospital and
Healthcare Association (AzHHA) has
worked to improve the healthcare provided to

Arizonans. We do this through our member
hospitals across the state with the aim of better care,
better health and lower costs for the patients, people
and communities of Arizona. 

We are proud to count Maricopa Integrated
Health System (MIHS) as a member of our organi-
zation and cause. MIHS plays a critical role in
supporting healthcare across the state; for example,
through training hundreds of physicians eve ry year
who go on to serve patients throughout Arizona. 

The statewide significance of MIHS led AzHHA’s

Public Policy Committee to review Prop. 480. It
found several of the key-funding aims to be of
important benefit to the entire state, including
medical education, treating burn patients, and
providing integrated behavioral healthcare services. 

We understand that MIHS’s primary role is local
– especially its essential historic role in providing
access to care for the underserved population of
patients in Maricopa County. The uncertainty
surrounding healthcare policy in this nation, coupled
with the 40-year old facilities which house MIHS,
suggest a need for an investment in the future of
healthcare throughout Maricopa County. 

Prop. 480 provides an important opportunity and

source of funding for MIHS to address these local
challenges within a dynamic state and national envi-
ronment. We have confidence in the leadership of
MIHS to make the right decisions as to how to
allocate these resources to ensure its ability to
provide aid to the underserved and to otherwise
support a broader quality of life for all residents of
Maricopa County and across the State of Arizona in
partnership with others.

How much will Prop 480 cost?

Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association Statement
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OpInIOns AnD EDITORIALs

Maricopa Health Foundation is a nonprofit
organization supporting Maricopa Integrated

Health System (MIHS), Arizona’s only public
health care system. The Foundation is dedicated to
improving accessibility, quality of health care, and
in-patient comfort for all those who live in
Maricopa County and beyond.

Over the past twenty years, MHF has directly
impacted thousands of MIHS patients each year.
Our goal is to strengthen MIHS, because it is a vital
community resource which provides diversified

medical services to all, offers excellent training for
future health care providers, performs cutting-edge
research, and serves as a safety net for the under-
served.

We encourage the voters of Maricopa County to
vote YES on Proposition 480 to allow MIHS to
strengthen and continue its mission.

MIHS is the only level one trauma provider that
can treat both children and adults. When a tragedy
befalls a family, they can stay together at MIHS.
They are also a destination of choice for our police,

fire and first responders if they are injured in the line
of duty. In addition, the Arizona Burn Center is
known nationally and the community health centers
have become the hearts of the community they serve.
They also train more than 400 doctors, 2000 nurses,
and many other medical professionals each year.

The fact is MIHS serves a mission that no other
organization can provide our community. They are
essential to helping those in need and a key
component in our quality of life. The Maricopa
Health Foundation is committed to supporting
MIHS for many years to come and we hope you will
join us by voting YES on 480.

We are writing to encourage you to support
“Yes on 480.” The proposal asks the taxpayers

to allow issuance of bonds in the amount of $935
million to build a new, smaller, modern acute care
hospital; build a new and expanded behavioral
health facility; renovate and replace Family Health
Centers; and build two new Comprehensive Health
Centers with same day surgery and imaging capabil-
ities. 

Maricopa Integrated Health System (MIHS)
plays a crucial role in providing safety net health
care in Maricopa County, as well as providing
modern training for residents and medical students.
Many of us work at MIHS and share these missions. 

The facilities at MIHS are outdated and very
expensive to repair and maintain; the main medical
center is over 40 years old and the psychiatric facil-

ities are over 30 years old. They do not meet the
needs of modern health care – for example, ICU
beds are not in private rooms, which increases the
risk of infection and also limits patients’ privacy.
Psychiatric patients have crowded quarters and
limited personal space, which can contribute to
conflict and problematic behavior. 

As medical professionals working at MIHS, we
see the need for new investment in our infra-
structure every day. That is why we need your help.
Please join us in voting Yes on 480.

Sincerely,
Prabodh Hemmady, MD
Chair, Department of Pediatrics
Daniel Gridley, MD
Chair, Department of Radiology

Carol Olson, MD
Chair, Department of Psychiatry

David Wisinger, MD
Chair, Department of Internal Medicine

Dean Coonrod, MD
Chair, Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology

Dan Hobohm, MD
Chair, Department of Pathology

Daniel Caruso, MD
Chair, Department of Surgery

Stephan Stapczynski, MD
Chair, Department of Emergency Medicine

Abraham Kuruvilla, MD
Chair, Department of Ambulatory Medicin

Kurtis Staples, MD
Chair, Department of Orthopedics

Great Urban Areas have Great Public Hospitals
All great urban areas in the United States have

great public hospitals. It is essential to the mainte-
nance of society at all levels. Specialty services like our
world class burn unit at Maricopa Integrated Health
System matched with a total commitment to help
anyone in need gives us a critical foundational thread
in our social fabric. 

Maricopa Integrated Health System needs to be
maintained and renewed through modern facilities
and the only way to do this is to advance a new facil-
ities plan through bond funding. This investment is
long overdue and, for one of the five largest counties
in the country and still growing, we have only one
such anchor institution. 

I strongly endorse the bond election for new capital
for Maricopa Integrated Health System and consider
it essential to our collective well-being.  

- Dr. Michael Crow, Arizona State University

Vote for Quality Physician Care
I am supportive of Proposition 480 because of the

vital role that Maricopa Integrated Health System
(MIHS) plays in the healthcare of everyone who lives
in Maricopa County. MIHS is the single largest
physician training program in the county. Thousands
of physicians who have cared for millions of
Maricopa County residents over the years have done
their residencies and fellowships at MIHS.

The facilities of MIHS were called “functionally
obsolete” by the citizens’ panel that spent months
studying the options for MIHS. I think they were
being kind in their choice of words. Modern facilities
are critical to the future of good physician training
programs, because they play an important role in
attracting excellent medical school graduates.

MIHS is today training the physicians who will be
caring for all of us who reside in Maricopa County
for decades to come. A vote for Proposition 480 is a
vote for assuring that we have the quantity and
quality of physician care that we need for the future.

- Dan C. Coleman, Retired President & CEO, 
John C. Lincoln Health Network

Chicanos Por La Causa urges Yes on 480
CPLC recognizes the important role that MIHS

plays in caring for everyone who comes through their
doors. They are our community’s health care safety
net and also help the underserved communities
throughout the valley through their family health
centers. 

Proposition 480 will help MIHS continue their
important mission. CPLC has been active in the
bond process. The MIHS Board and Bond Advisory
Committee did a 2-year study, hosted multiple public
meetings, and determined that it was more cost
effective to replace and rebuild these facilities. MIHS
is also expanding its ability to serve the mentally ill
population in Maricopa County. 

MIHS has done a great job of serving the
community, but it’s clear that they need modern facil-
ities. Join us in voting Yes on 480.

- Edmundo Hidalgo, President & CEO, 
Chicanos Por La Causa, Inc.

Support the Mental Health Community
I have worked in schools, community agencies, and

in an outpatient clinic,
providing therapy for
children, adolescents,
and their families. I
have been with
District Medical
Group for 11 years,
working in the Child
Psychiatry Outpatient
Training Program at
the Desert Vista
Behavioral Health
Center. Through the program, we provide mental
health services for children, adolescents, and their
families, while training future child psychiatrists,
many of whom remain in our community after
completing their training. In that time, I have
watched the need for child and adolescent behavioral
health services in our community increase. 

Our ability to continue to grow and provide
services to meet mental health needs is now only
limited by our space. Proposition 480 will allow us to
provide the community with more doctors and
services, in an an up-to-date facility. 

Help us continue the critical role that MIHS plays
in our community. We need your help to serve mental
health needs. Please vote YES on Prop 480.

- Mary Cost, PsyD
Support Quality Health Care Education for
Maricopa County

Grand Canyon University’s College of Nursing and
Health Care Professions has a 25-year history of

providing outstanding education. Employers regard
our pre-medical and nursing programs as among the
very best. Many of our graduates are accepted into
graduate medical and research programs at some of
the most prestigious universities in the nation. 

We have a critical shortage of healthcare profes-
sionals in Arizona. Maricopa Medical Center is the
only public teaching hospital and it needs to keep up
with our region’s demand. It is a critical part of Grand
Canyon University’s health care pipeline to add prac-
tical experience to the academic experience of our
students. 

Modern medicine has made significant advance-
ments in technology and patient treatment over the
past 40 years which have reduced hospital stays and
improved recover times. Our education programs

have kept up, and now
we need to make sure
that the public health
facilities are able to do
the same. 

Prop 480 will help
continue our mission of
creating the best quality
health care education
system possible and
allow us to serve the
community be training
even more nurses and

health care professionals. Please join me in voting yes. 
- Anne McNamara RN, PhD, Dean & Professor, 

Grand Canyon University, 
College of Nursing and Health Care Professions 

Support Medical Research
Our Valley has become one of the leading centers

in this country for medical research and better
healthcare based on genomics. Most importantly,
Arizonans benefit from all of this because it improves
the quality of our lives and helps us live longer. 

To keep Arizona competitive and at the forefront
of this medical revolution, we urgently need to update
and modernize Maricopa Integrated Health System.
I urge you to vote “yes”, because this bond issue
assures that all of us will enjoy the most advanced
medical care from the best-trained doctors in
America. 

- Richard Mallery, Chairman, 
The International Genomics Consortium

Maricopa Health Foundation Encourages YES on 480

Medical Professionals Working at MIHS Urge Yes

Ayear ago I was hit by a car resulting in
numerous severe injuries including traumatic

brain injury. Thankfully, I was transported to the
Trauma Center at MIHS, where they saved my life.
My family, which includes two physicians, continues
to comment on the attentiveness of the nursing care
in the ICU. They were impressed by the concern
shown to them as well as the quality of care I

received. The coordination of my care was seamless and, in addition to
the excellent specialists responsible for my recovery, the human side of
care was ever present. We are fortunate to have MIHS as a resource in
our community. " – Marilyn Seymann PhD, CEO, Caring Capital, LLC
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Prop 480 Supports Our Quality of Life

We citizens are all responsible for
the quality of life that we share
in Maricopa County. Without

this investment, the patient population
served by MIHS and the behavioral health
patients we hope to serve as a result of this
bond issue will still be in need of these
services. By providing high quality, cost
effective patient services to these critical
populations we enhance the overall quality
of life for ourselves and our neighbors.

MIHS, as the region’s only public
hospital, fulfills the societal commitment we
all share in keeping our community healthy
and safe and being there for those patients
most in need with nowhere else to turn for
care. This investment will improve Maricopa
County’s ability to attract employers and

employees and to keep them here.
The MIHS medical training program is

critical to supply the trained physicians
necessary for our entire community to
continue to be a destination for entrepre-
neurs and new employers looking to build
their future here.

MIHS has a history of providing quality,
cost effective care for every patient that
walks through or is transported to its door.
It’s their mission. It’s been that way for over
140 years. 

Now is the time to upgrade those services
to be more efficient and cost effective in
fulfilling this honorable mission. Supporting
Yes on 480 is a wise and fiscally prudent
investment of taxpayer dollars.

The Arizona Burn Center at Maricopa Medical Center is
the second largest burn center in the country.

Maricopa Medical Center has the only level One adult
and pediatric trauma center in the state.

MIHS is the premier trauma, burn and treatment center
for our public safety officers and first responders
injured in the line of duty.

More than 170 patients a day are treated at MIHS
behavioral health hospitals, 90% of whom are
admitted involuntary. Additionally, MIHS is the largest
provider of treatment for the seriously mentally ill and
the only provider for court ordered evaluations.

MIHS is a pioneer in the integration of physical and
behavioral health, the first in the country to inte-
grate physical and mental health for the seriously
mentally ill. MIHS sponsors a community based solution
for managing regional behavioral health services,
limiting revenues leaving the state.

MIHS trains more than 400 physicians a year, 75%
of whom stayed in the Valley last year after completing
their residencies. 

MIHS provides more than 3,000 clinical rotations for
medical and nursing students, allied health profes-
sionals, and the military.

MIHS provides nearly 500,000 outpatient visits a
year, caring for people in low cost, convenient health
centers to avoid unnecessary and costly hospitaliza-
tions.

MIHS is a major employer with nearly 4,500
employees and more than $300,000,000 in total
compensation.

Support of Proposition 480 by Arizona Nurses Association

For 95 years the Arizona Nurses Asso-
ciation (AZNA) has been helping
nurses deliver quality care to their

patients in an increasingly complex
healthcare environment. The mission of
AzNA is to advance and promote profes-
sional nursing in
Arizona. 

The Arizona Nurses
Association is encour-
aging a Yes vote on
Proposition 480 because Maricopa Medical
Center is Maricopa County’s only public
teaching hospital. The exceptional educa-
tional training received by nurses, physicians
and other medical professional is in jeopardy
due to a facility that is more than 40 years
old and based on an obsolete design. As
nurses, our first priority is to deliver the best
possible care to our patients. Significant
advancements in technology and patient
treatment have occurred over the past 40
years. We need to ensure that our teaching

facilities are able to keep up with today’s
shifting health care needs that include both
hospital and community-based services.
Reduced hospital stays and improved
recovery times combined with an increased
need for behavioral health services,

improved clinics and
comprehensive health
centers all justify the
need for up-to-date,
state of the art facil-

ities. Arizona has a critical shortage of
health care professionals. The Maricopa
Integrated Health System trains hundreds
of nurses and physicians each year; of those
as high as 75 percent remain in Arizona and
Maricopa County when they graduate.
Better educated nurses deliver better patient
care. 

A Vote for Proposition 480 is the right
thing to do to support quality health care
for all of the citizens of Maricopa County.

Please join us in voting Yes on 480.

Addressing Outdated Hospital Facilities
Healthcare facilities are much different than

most commercial buildings. They are
comprised of a large quantity of highly

specialized rooms that have a great density of
infrastructure. Because they serve the public at
their most vulnerable times they are also governed
by a stringent set of building codes and opera-
tional requirements for certification as a healthcare
facility.

Aging Teaching Hospital
Much has changed in the 43 years since the

Maricopa Medical Center (MMC) was built for
inpatient acute care services. Modern medicine has
made significant advancements in technology and
patient treatment which have reduced hospital
stays and improved recovery times rendering
MMC functionally obsolete.

Maintenance of MMC has consumed nearly all
of the modest capital available to the health
system over the past ten years. The annual expen-
ditures required for maintaining adequate oper-
ating systems at MMC, specifically mechanical,
electrical, information technology, ADA require-
ments and life/safety systems, has been increasing
with each passing year due to the significant age of
the plant. Annual maintenance costs aside, the two
greatest limitations facing MMC are distances
between support columns and the relatively
narrow building envelope, especially on the bed
floors. With the need for new technologies, larger
rooms and more separation of patients, it will

virtually impossible to adapt this building for
long-term inpatient use. 

Current hospital building codes have recognized
these needs leading to larger areas for advanced
technologies, more space around the patient bed
for equipment and staff, greater separation of
patients into single rooms, spaces to accommodate
disabled patients and requirements for greater
confidentiality. Major limiting factors for most
older hospitals is the height of floors to allow for
expanded infrastructure requirements, the
distances between building support columns to
allow for the clear spaces required by code, and the
width of the building envelope.

Other concerns include the very low ratio of
single patient rooms making infection control and
managing patient treatment more difficult. Semi-
private rooms result in underutilization of
available capacity since beds must be blocked for
gender and age matching or because of infectious
patients. 

In addition, the intensive care units at MMC are
open spaces with little space between patient beds
and limiting the ability to manage light and noise.
Semi-private rooms also increase the length of stay
of the average patient because more transfers are
required to make the best use of available rooms.
Each transfer causes a longer length of stay.

More Behavioral Health Services Needed
It has been 38 years since the building on the

MIHS campus was built for inpatient behavioral

health services. Electrical and mechanical short-
comings represent the greatest deficiencies. In
addition, the configuration of the behavioral
health units were designed for the model of
behavioral health care nearly 40 years ago and that
model has since changed. The facilities are not
easily adaptable for contemporary behavioral
health services. 

The majority of patient rooms house two to
three patients each. Patient security and staff
control of the environment are challenging in this
type of setting, which affects the efficacy of patient
care. 

The patients that are seen here have medical
conditions and would be better served in a behav-
ioral unit within a general acute care hospital.
While the current behavioral health facility is on
the hospital campus, it is difficult to have the
proper resources in this facility and, with the open
nature of the unit, expensive medical equipment is
at risk and frequently damaged. Some patients
must move between this building and the hospital
as well. 

In addition, the facility is no longer able to keep
up with community need. At this time, MIHS is
unable to accept voluntary patients. The patients
are spread out over multiple facilities which create
duplication and inefficiencies. It would be much
more efficient to have behavioral health patients
who require medical treatment on the acute care
campus so care could be provided seamlessly and
efficiently.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

PAID FOR BY YES ON 480 – MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY DISTRICT MEDICAL GROUP, MARICOPA HEALTH FOUNDATION, MCCARTHY BUILDING COMPANIES, AND DPR CONSTRUCTION


